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Swift tells us, was, even in his time, a land of desolation and
widespread ruin; and it was a land of ever-recurring famines,
in which the peasantry perished in thousands. As regards
Catholic Ireland as a whole, the law and everything pertaining
to it had been made its most deadly enemy; and a just
Nemesis brought the" inevitable results. To the train of
feelings produced by the Penal Code we must largely attribute
the hatred of law, the dislike of the existing order of things,
the dread of the Government, the jealous suspicion of the
administration of justice, in all its parts, the undefined, but
not the less real discontent which prevailed in Catholic
Ireland even in recent times, and has by no means altogether
disappeared.
The Penal Code drew an impassable gulf between the
Protestant and the Catholic Irish; but, if Lazarus had the evil
things of this world, many of the good things were lost to Dives.
A system of legislation which placed society, already distorted
by long misgovernment, upon a false and unnatural basis,
which forbade; kindly relations to grow up between the divided
orders of a whole community, and which checked the develop-
ment of industry and wealth, could not fail to react with evil
effects on the classes themselves which it seemed to favour.
Protestant Ireland did not thrive under the scheme of injustice
which made it the tyrant of Catholic slaves; and special causes
worked in the same direction. The Protestant owners of land
being unable to sell to Catholics, or to borrow money from
them, their estates were kept in a kind of mortmain, out of
commerce, and not supplied by capital j and for this and other
reasons they were usually not wealthy. Hundreds of the order,
too, were mere absentees, and absenteeism enormously in-
creased, owing to circumstances we shall briefly glance at
Numbers of landlords let their lands on long leases to
persons of their own faith, who had a monopoly of the
market, and paid but nominal rents. This body of men, the
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